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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 March 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a response to amendment filed 03/1 1/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 11, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sadjadi (U.S. 6,850,938). 

(Claim 1) 

Sadjadi discloses in figures 1-4, for a database server, a computer program 
product for directing the database server to selectively release database system 
resources associated with a database system operatively coupled with the database 
server, the database server accessible by applications, the computer program product 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
embodied in said medium, the computer readable program code comprising computer 
readable program code for receiving requests from one or more applications (310), 
computer readable program code for determining whether a specified application is 
submitting requests using an online protocol (125, 428, 426), wh e r ei n th e comput e r 
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r e adab le program cod e for d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r th e sp e c i f ie d app li cat i on i s subm i tt i ng 
the requests us i ng the on li ne protoco l i s carr i ed out by the database server (130) 
receiving a request specifying that the online protocol is to be used and consequently 
setting an online flag (320) in the database server (130), and computer readable 
program code for returning defined error condition indicators to the specified application 
(330) when the appl i cat i on i s determ i ned to be us i ng the on li ne protocol and when if the 
online flag is set and identified system resources are determined to be scarce (352), 
whereby the specified application issues a commit when it is using the online protocol 
(254, 249, 354) and one of the defined error condition indicators is returned to the 
application (Table 1; 389). 

(Claim 2) 

Sadjadi discloses the identified system resources including one or more of log 
tables and locks (136, 142). 

(Claims 4, 7, and 9) 

Sadjadi discloses the computer readable program code for determining whether 
the specified application (310) being submitting the requests using the online protocol 
(125, 428, 426) is carried out by the database server (130) receiving a request 
specifying that the online protocol is to be used and consequently setting an online flag 
(320) in the database server. 
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(Claim 11) 

Sadjadi discloses wherein the defined error condition indicator is returned to the 
application if at least one of a lock list and an active log space is full ("the lock manager 
denies (lock list full) the request from the database server if the requested lock type 
conflicts with a lock type granted in a prior lock which has not yet been released", col .7, 
lines 62-66). 

(Claim 13) 

Sadjadi discloses wherein the database server interrogates the lock list to 
determine if the lock list is full (col. 7, lines 62-66; col. 8, lines 6-16). 

(Claim 14) 

Sadjadi discloses wherein the application issues the commit at any time without 
changing a logic of the application while the application has forwarded the online 
protocol indicator (354). 

(Claims 15-16) 

Sadjadi discloses wherein the request sent by the application to the data base 
server is one of a statement level and application level flag specification (col. 6, lines 
40-45; col. 2, lines 47-50). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sadjadi 
(U.S. 6,850,938) in viewof McDaniel (U.S. 6,175,732). 

(Claim 12) 

Sadjadi discloses substantially all of the elements, except determine if the active 
log is full. McDaniel teaches determine if the log file 1 1 0 is full (col. 1 0, lines 1 8-27). It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made for one person of the 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of McDaniel to monitor the active log is 
full. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sadjadi 
(U.S. 6,850,938) in viewof Aigen (U.S. 2003/0233632). 

(Claim 17) 

Sadjadi discloses substantially all of the elements, except wherein the request 
includes preparing a specified online keyword with every SQL statement if the request 
is the statement level flag specification. Aigen teaches a time-consuming and error- 
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prone process, depending on a variety of factors such as tlie developer's l<nowledge in 
using SQL, tlie developer's familiarity with the data being accessed, the frequency at 
which the database tables are updated by other users (paragraph [0029]). It would 
have been obvious at the time of the invention was made for one person of the 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Aigen to helps alleviate these 
difficulties by automatically generating source code for accessing the database tables. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Inquiry 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Binh V. Ho whose telephone number is 571 272 8583. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Hung T Vy/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2163 



Binh V Ho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2163 



